
 
 

 

An Invitation to Sponsor the  

University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum 

Nature-Based Therapeutic Services 

SPEAK!   
Kinship of All Creatures: Broadening our knowledge of  

Human-Animal Interactions 
 



 

SPEAK! CONFERENCE AT A GLANCE 

 

 

 

Speak! is presented by the University of Minnesota's Nature-Based Therapeutic Services, a shared initiative 

with the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and the Center for Spirituality and Healing to further the 

understanding of how nature heals.  

 

When: October 26, 2016 

 

Conference Abstract  

Research suggests our connection to animals is important to human health and well-being. Speak! is a 

conference about our human partnership with animals,  

the natural world and the ways of interacting with animals 

increases individual health and community well- 

being. This conference will provide participants with  

new understanding of how human connections with 

animals advance work in schools, non-profits, social 

services, healthcare, community groups, faith-based 

organizations, and families. 

The purpose of Speak! is to: 

• Broaden our knowledge of animal intelligence 

• Deepen our understanding of animal feelings 

• Transform the way we view non-human animals 

• Apply practice skills and methods with animal emotions in mind 

• Inspire and delight the audience with new sounds and information 

Conference GoalBring together Animal Assisted Interactions (AAI) leaders from academic, clinical and 

community-based programming for an exchange of ideas, discussion and collaborations to advance the field of 

AAI. 

 

The Audience 

The audience will include animal enthusiasts, past conference participants, and practitioners who work in animal 

assisted interactions and other areas of human-animal connections.  We expect 500 people to attend, including: 

Social workers in schools, clinics and community organizations; teachers working with animals and children, 

youth, adults; healthcare workers like PT’s, OT’s and therapeutic recreation specialists; activity directors at care 

centers; nurses from hospitals; administrators from treatment centers, group homes, community centers, and 

neighborhood organizations.  

 



Conference Method/Strategy 

Speak! is being facilitated by knowledgeable experts to engage all perspectives through interactive, creative, 

experiential, meaningful and effective methods. Speak! will feature lectures from experts in the field with topics 

of relevance.  Speak! will be held at the beautiful and nature-laden milieu of the Minnesota Landscape 

Arboretum. Participants will be surrounded indoors and outdoors by the healing power of nature.  

This conference follows in the footsteps of the successful Speak! conference of 2014. The Minnesota Landscape 

Arboretum’s Education Department hosts Nature-Based Therapeutic conferences on an annual-basis addressing 

the need for all citizens to gather and share ideas to make collective progress toward improving the health of 

humans, animals and the planet. 

 

Guest Experts: 

 

"The Inner Lives of Animals" 

Hear the latest information pertaining to animal's emotional intelligence. Dr. Balcombe will prepare the audience for the day with 

an overview of animals' emotional and cognitive worlds, and what this means to us a society (includes time for Q&A). 

     Jonathon Balcombe, Ph.D. is an ethologist (animal behavior) scientist, and passionate advocate for animals. He has written 

extensively about animal pleasure and his latest book explores the lives of fishes. 

 

"Becoming a Solutionary" 

Understand how animal emotional intelligence will contribute to solutions for positive policy and social change. 

     Zoe Weil is the co-founder and president of the Institute for Humane Education and author of over six books. Her life's work has 

been to create informed, conscious and caring citizens who will make the world a hopeful and peaceful place for all human and 

non-human animals to live. 

 

"Creature Comforts: Ours or theirs?" 

Drill down deeper into strategies and applications integrating animal emotional intelligence into the practice of animal-assisted 

interactions. 

     Ann Howie is a clinical social worker and author of training books on handler skills and animal-handler evaluation methods. She 

has been integrating animals in her clinical practice and training others to promote animal skills through positive reinforcements 

since 1987. 

 

"Canine and Feline Sound Therapy for Improved Health and Behavior" (with live piano demonstrations) 

Lisa and Joshua will provide a unique demonstration of how music appeals to the soul of the animal (two and four-legged). They 

will give us the opportunity to digest and synthesize the information learned during the day. 

     Lisa Spector is a concert pianist, a Julliard graduate, and canine music expert. She co-founded "Through a Dog's Ear" (a clinically 

tested musical method to relieve canine and feline anxiety) helping dogs/cats in animal shelters, rescue organizations, veterinary 

hospital's and homes worldwide. 

     Joshua Leeds is a music producer, composer, educator and researcher specializing in psychoacoustics - the study of how music 

and sound affect the human and non-human nervous system. 

 

 

 

  



Proposed Sponsorship Opportunities: 

 

Lead Sponsor - $10,000 – $20,000 

• An opportunity to open the event with a word about your business/interest in Nature-Based 

Therapeutics, ‘building a business based on the human-animal connection’ or similar mutually-agreed 

upon topic.   

• Host a tablelocated in a prominent location near the main entrance of the MacMillan Auditorium and 

conference site, located near refreshments this placement providestop access to conference attendees 

during breaks and opportunities to converse with conference attendees, offer promotional items, and 

provide a demonstrationactivity if desired. 

• Logo placement and lead sponsor recognition in all marketing and promotional materialsand in the 

day-of-the-event program materials, including website with hotlink to landing page,  

• 20 complimentary tickets to the conference and the opportunity to buy more at a discounted rate of 

$75/ticket (2 for 1 early bird price). 

 

Supporting Sponsor 

$5,000 – $9,000 

• Call out from the podiumthanking youfor their support of the conference and reminding attendees to 

stop by and talk with your representatives during the break 

• Logo placement and recognitionin all marketing and promotional materials  

• 10 complimentary tickets to the conference and the opportunity to buy more at a discounted rate of 

$75/ticket (2 for 1 early bird price) 

 

Breakout Session Sponsor 

$1,000 – $4,000 

• Call out from the podium thanking you for the support of conference 

• Logo placement and recognition on the Speak! webpage 

• 5complimentary tickets to the conference and the opportunity to buy more at a discounted rate of 

$75/ticket (2 for 1 early bird rate). 

 


